
Barbara LOCHBIHLER
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B - 1000 Brussels

Brussels, 15 January 2013

Dear Ambassador

With this letter, I express my deep concerns about the Lao NGO activist Sombath Somphone,

who has been missing since 15 December 2012. According to several witnesses and a road

camera, he was stopped by the traffic police in Vientiane for a routine examination. Shorty after,

another pickup arrived and brought Mr. Somphone away without any resistance, which indicates

that it might well have been a state-run vehicle. Otherwise, he would have addressed the police

next to him.

Mr. Somphone is a symbol of a vibrant civil society and is highly esteemed as initiator, organizer

and creative thinker of the Asia-Europe People's Forum. In 2005, he received the "Ramon

Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership" for his tireless efforts in favour of a sustainable

development through education and participation in Laos. His disappearance is a great loss not

only for the Lao civil society but for the international community on a whole. Nonetheless, the Lao

government has remained silent in this case. As Chair of the Human Rights Subcommittee of the

European Union, I condemn the practice of forced disappearance as a particularly cruel human

rights violation, leaving the people close to the concerned in tormenting uncertainty.

Thus, I urge you to do everything in your power to investigate and reveal Mr. Somphone's

whereabouts, to pursue the responsible in a fair trial, and to finally make it possible for Mr.

Somphone to return to his family.

Hoping that you will use your power responsibly and will take a respectable decision, 

I remain respectfully,

Barbara Lochbihler MEP

Chair of the Human Rights Subcommittee
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