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His Excellency  
Mr Phomma Khammanichanh  
Ambassador for Laos 
1 Dalman Crescent,  
O'Malley ACT 2606 
 
 
Your Excellency 
 
We write to seek the safe release of Sombath Somphone back to his family. 
 
As a distinguished and influential representative of your country you have the 
capacity to request his release of those who are best placed to know of his 
whereabouts.   
 
December 16, today, is the day on which the Government of the Lao Peoples 
Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) has an obligation under the Lao Penal Code to apply 
the 12 months limit for detention without trial.  The Code also applies a 12 month 
limit on detention without a pre-trial hearing or for the laying of formal charges.   
 
You would already be aware that there is widespread disappointment in the adequacy 
of the current investigations into Sombath's disappearance.   
 
The existing investigations by the Lao authorities can only be described as 
inadequate; the fact that Sombath was last seen at a police post, where the police had 
stopped him, and that the police there did nothing to prevent him from being taken 
away even as a gunshot was seemingly fired in the air.  This strongly indicates that he 
has been deprived of his liberty either by agents of the Lao state, or with their support 
or acquiescence. 
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Your Excellency, you would be aware that the Lao Penal Code, last amended in 2005, 
prohibits arbitrary arrest and detention, and abduction.  You would also be aware that  
Laos is a signatory to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance (CPED. As a signatory to the Convention,  
Laos is expected to act according to the spirit of its provisions and has the obligation 
to refrain from any actions that may defeat the object and purpose of the Treaty prior 
to its entry into force. At the International level enforced disappearance, as well as 
being a serious violation of human rights, is also a crime under international law, and, 
in certain circumstances, may amount to crimes against humanity. 
 
Amnesty International concludes that Sombath Somphone is most likely a victim of 
an enforced disappearance.  
 
Sombath’s enforced disappearance occurred in the aftermath of the Asia - Europe 
People’s Forum in Vientiane, where participants had been harassed, copies  
of the “Lao People’s Vision” – a result of Sombath’s work – confiscated, and the 
country director of an international NGO expelled soon after raising these and other 
issues. Today, Laos’ civil society is the lesser as a result of this enforced 
disappearance.  
 
The attention will not go away until Sombath is returned safely to his family, the 
perpetrators are held accountable in accord with the Lao Legal Code and steps are 
taken to protect citizens from enforced disappearances.  The Lao Government will no 
doubt face continued requests to release Sombath safely from NGOs like Amnesty but 
also from the States that have already indicated that Sombath should be released.  If 
he is released, then Laos will be seen in a much better light by the international 
community at the UN Human Rights Council and in the Universal Periodic Review. 
 
Your Excellency, we respectfully request you to implore the relevant Lao authorities 
to conduct an investigation into Sombath's disappearance that clarifies the following: 

• Why was Sombath's vehicle the only vehicle pulled over at the police check 
point in the 15 minutes of available CCTV vision of the abduction? 

• Why has the motor cycle that followed Sombath's vehicle into the police post 
and was then left at the post, has not been identified? 

• How did the motor cycle rider, after entering the police post after Sombath, 
obtain the keys of Sombath's vehicle before driving off in that vehicle? 

• What officials in the police post allowed the motor cycle rider to obtain the 
keys of Sombath's vehicle, what are their names? 

• Where is Sombath's vehicle? 
• Why hasn't the original CCTV recording been made available to independent 

experts who could possibly identify licence numbers of vehicles involved in 
the abduction? 

• Why did police on duty at the check point allow a motor bike rider who was 
potentially a car thief to drive off in Sombath's vehicle? 

• Who is the owner of the vehicle with flashing lights that took Sombath away? 
• What vehicles other than official vehicles are authorised to operate flashing 

lights?  
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• Who were the motor bike riders that pulled out in front of the vehicle with 
flashing lights?  Why did the police on duty not react when the motor cycle 
pillion passenger seemingly discharged a firearm?  

• Why haven't the recordings of the CCTV cameras located further down 
Vientiane's Thadeua Road on the flashing light vehicle's route been examined? 

 
 
Excellency, we implore you to ensure that Sombath is released safely back to his 
family.  Please ensure also that the Lao PDR apply its existing laws to bring the 
perpetrators of this enforced disappearance to justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
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