
 
2015 Gwangju Prize for Human Rights Recipient Decision Letter 

The Committee of Gwangju Human Rights Committee announced Ms. Latifah Anum 
Siregar, a Human Rights lawyer of Indonesia as a recipient of the Award of Gwangju Human 
Rights 2015 for her peace movements in the conflict infested region of West Papua, 
Indonesia. 

West Papua had been under colonial rule since the early of 19th century starting with 
Netherland and briefly under Japan during the Second World War In 1962, West Papua had 
an independence referendum under supervision of the Indonesian government. Unfortunately 
the electorate body, which was intimidated and even blackmailed by the government of 
Indonesia, voted unanimously to remain a part of Indonesia. 
Ever since then the majority of people in West Papua resist against Indonesian government 
for demanding their independency. But the government of Indonesia ruled West Papua with 
all sorts of violation of Human Rights like arrests, torture, rape, murder and installed the 
systemic terror. 
Ms. Latifah Annum Siregar is not only a Human Rights lawyer, but also the Chairperson of 
Alliance of Democracy in West Papua and a member of the West Papua regional council and 
an expert at the Commission for Law and Human Rights of the Parliament in West Papua 
province. 
She made huge impact for maintaining the peace in the region of conflict infested with all 
sorts of political violence. As a chairperson of the Alliance of Democracy in West Papua, she 
codified to search for a peaceful solution on traditionally disputed territorial issues with the 
government of Indonesia. 
Not only supported the peace process in the region, but also as a Human Rights activist, she 
reported the violence of Human Rights in West Papua to UN in terms of protecting the local 
Human Rights activists and women's rights as well as involved in various activities regarding 
on Human Rights. 
The Committee has judged Ms. Latifah Annum Siregar exemplifies the values of May 18 
Democratizing Movement which are Human Rights and peace. Furthermore, the Committee 
regarded highly that she has been stayed her course despite the numerous of threats like death 
and kidnapping from unknown sources suspected to be the State. 
As a being Muslim herself, she demonstrated the universality of human value in the region of 
predominantly Christian dedicating herself to defend the Human Rights and for the peace 
of local people. 

Any discrimination based on political, racial, cultural, regional and religious differences 
should not be permitted is a core value of keeping and developing the value of Human 
Rights. West Papua has all the elements of potential conflicts so as to see the violations of all 
sort of Human Rights, where the world should give attention to. 

We hope that Gwangju Human Rights Award would be a good news to those who wish the 
peace in the West Papua and give a strength and encouragement to let her stay the course that 
help the peace in the region in the end. 
 
Gwangju Human Rights Award Committee has also selected Sombath Somphone of Laos 
who is the founder of the Participatory Development Training Center in Vientiane as a 
recipient of Special Award of 2015.  Sombath Somphone has over more than 30 years 



worked vigorously and tirelessly empowering and training the youth of Laos, promoting 
quality education, and ecologically sustainable development especially in poor rural 
communities. Unfortunately, he was disappeared right in front of a police post on December 
15, 2012. His abduction was recorded on the police surveillance camera (CCTV) and has 
been seen by many people all over the world. 
The authorities of Laos have denied any involvement in his disappearance. The May 18 
Memorial Foundation has decided to launch the campaign to urge the Lao Government 
Authorities to conduct a thorough and transparent investigation to find him and return him 
safely to his family and to the global community. 
We hope this Special Award will contribute to raising awareness of his disappearance and 
finding his whereabouts and bringing him back to his family as soon as possible. 
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